
SATURDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2025 7.30pm NORWICH CATHEDRAL

Sibelius Symphony No. 7
Brahms A German Requiem

ONLINE www.ticketsource.co.uk/norwichphil  TEL 0333 666 3366

AUTUMN CONCERTS AT A GLANCE

With no firm date in place for the reopening of the Halls when
the 2025/26 season was being finalised, the Phil decided to
keep our options open. This brochure gives details of the first
three concerts up until Christmas – but we’ve got more
exciting events to announce once venues are confirmed.

Norwich Cathedral is the spectacular setting for the season
opener. Brahms’ A German Requiem is the perfect showcase for
the combined forces of chorus, orchestra, and soprano and
baritone soloists. The work is said to have been inspired by 
the death of the composer’s mother, interweaving music of
great tenderness with powerful ensemble settings of texts
from the Lutheran Bible. Complementing the Requiem’s theme
of the transition from sorrow to solace, Sibelius’ final symphony
is infused with a soothing Nordic glow that made it an instant
success. The symphony marks the peak of Sibelius’ creative
inspiration and remains one of his finest and best-loved works.

Norwich-born Thomas Isaac, principal cello with the Ulster
Orchestra, makes his Phil debut in Dvorak’s gloriously tuneful
Cello Concerto. Despite having reservations about the cello as
a suitable instrument for a concerto, Dvorak was finally
persuaded to compose one by his friend, the famous Czech
cellist Hanus Wihan. The result was a triumph, and it has
become one of the most revered works for the instrument,
performed and recorded by all the great soloists of their day.
The second half of the programme showcases the Phil
Orchestra in Suk’s sumptuous and moving memorial to his late
wife and father-in-law – Dvorak – which the composer
described as a “musical poem”, and Janacek’s rarely performed
orchestral rhapsody based on Gogol’s tragic tale of the elderly
Cossack who fights bravely to defend his people against the
Poles, composed in the aftermath of the First World War.

The Phil’s Christmas concert is one of the highlights of the
musical year, featuring merry melodies from the orchestra and
chorus alongside plenty of audience participation and some
surprises from our special guests. It’s the perfect opportunity
for families and friends to dust off their favourite Christmas
jumpers and sing in the festive season. Early booking is strongly
recommended for this hugely popular event.
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SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 2025 7.30pm NORFOLK EVENTS CENTRE, SHOWGROUND

James Newby – former BBC New Generation Artist and
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment Rising Star, fresh
from operatic roles in Berlin, Vienna, Barcelona and
Garsington and concert performances with The Sixteen,
London Philharmonic Orchestra and Britten Sinfonia.

Alison Langer – whose eclectic CV includes appearing on 
TV as Jenny Lind, performing Sondheim at the National Theatre,
and giving recitals in the House of Lords and the Ritz. Alison 
is a regular with Opera Holland Park and recently made 
her Royal Opera debut.

Alison Langer soprano H James Newby baritone

Norwich Philharmonic Chorus and Orchestra
Matthew Andrews, Ashley Grote conductors

Soloists

Thomas Isaac led the cello sections of the Bournemouth
and City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestras before being
appointed to his current role with the Ulster Orchestra.
Recitals have taken him from Shanghai to Copenhagen,
Wigmore Hall to the Proms.

Soloist

Dvorak Cello Concerto 
Suk Scherzo Fantastique
Janacek Taras Bulba

Thomas Isaac cello

Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra
Matthew Andrews conductor
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TUESDAY 16 DECEMBER 2025 7.30pm
NORFOLK EVENTS CENTRE, SHOWGROUND

TICKET PRICES

8 November 2025
Front Nave £35 (£34 Friends/Benefactors/Members)

£18 (students/under 26)
Centre Nave £32 (£31 Friends/Benefactors/Members)

£16 (students/under 26)
Back Nave £25 (£24 Friends/Benefactors/Members)

£12 (students/under 26)
Side Aisles £15 (£14 Friends/Benefactors/Members)

£8 (students/under 26)

6 December 2025
Front Block £25 (£24 Friends/Benefactors/Members)

£12 (students/under 26)
Back Block £15 (£14 Friends/Benefactors/Members)

£8 (students/under 26)

16 December 2025 – Christmas concert
Front Block £25 (£12 students/under 26)
Back Block £15 (£8 students/under 26)

BOOKING No booking fee
Online www.ticketsource.co.uk/norwichphil
Phone 0333 666 3366 (Mon–Sat 9am–5pm excl public holidays)
Telephone service fee £2 (to cover cost of posting tickets)

Priority booking for Friends/Benefactors/Members: opens 5 September.

Friends/Benefactors/Members discounts: quote membership number for 25/26
season and use name as printed on membership card.

Public booking: opens 19 September. 

Join our email mailing list: if you would like to receive regular email updates, 
please register your contact details at www.norwichphil.org/mailinglist

Become a Friend or Benefactor: benefits include discounted ticket prices and free
concert programmes on specified concerts. Download details and application form 
from our website OR email friendsec@norwichphil.org.uk

Returns and refunds: tickets cannot normally be refunded except in the case of a
cancelled performance. Tickets can be offered for resale where similar tickets are
otherwise unavailable and on production of the original tickets. Please note that tickets
returned on the night are unlikely to be resold. If you are considering taking out the
Ticketsource booking protection insurance, please read the T&Cs carefully to make sure
they are suitable for your needs.

All details correct at time of going to press. The Society reserves the right to change any programme and/or
performer without notice. If a concert is cancelled by the promoter, ticket holders will be refunded automatically.
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The Phil’s

FAMILY 
CHRISTMAS

Norwich Philharmonic Chorus and Orchestra 
Ashley Grote, Matthew Andrews conductors

plus special guests

1 JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Register your details at: www
.norwichphil.org.uk/mailinglist

2 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/NorwichPhil

3 VIEW OUR WEBSITE FOR 
LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES
www.norwichphil.org.uk

4 SCAN THE QR CODE 
ON THE LEFT
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4 WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH


