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The year 2026 sees the 50th
anniversary of the death of
Benjamin Britten and to mark 
this milestone, we open our new
season with a performance of his
deeply moving War Requiem. 
Not only was Britten a major
figure in 20th-century British
music, he was of course East
Anglian born and bred, with very
close associations with Norwich.
Many of our supporters will
remember the Phil’s performance
of the War Requiem in 2013 as 
our contribution to his centenary
celebrations. On this occasion 
we are very excited to have
internationally acclaimed tenor,
James Gilchrist, heading up a trio
of star soloists in this dramatic
and powerful work.

Rupert Egerton-Smith piano
Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra

Matthew Andrews conductor

The orchestra conjures up the Northern Lights of Scandinavia with this programme of music by
Nordic composers. Rupert Egerton-Smith is the soloist in the Piano Concerto by Edvard Grieg,
our first performance in over 20 years of this best-loved of all piano concertos. The other main
work in the programme is the wonderful Third Symphony by Swedish composer Lars-Erik
Larsson, delightfully tuneful and colourful music that certainly deserves to be better known.
The concert also features Sibelius’s popular ode to Finnish nationalism, Finlandia, and Grieg’s
Funeral March in Memory of Rikard Nordraak, a deeply moving tribute to his fellow Norwegian
composer who died tragically young. 

RRuuppeerrtt EEggeerrttoonn--SSmmiitthh’s diverse career has taken him from Cadogan Hall to Carnegie Hall.
He has been artist-in-residence with the Orchestra of St John’s, performed for Queen
Camilla at Salisbury Cathedral, and is a prestigious Steinway Artist. He has written film
music for Disney, recorded for Naxos, and collaborates with musicians and producers
around the world from his home studio in Devon.

Saturday 12 December 2026 • 7.30pm • St Andrew’s Hall 

BBrriitttteenn War Requiem
Lee Bisset soprano • James Gilchrist tenor • Gareth Brynmor John baritone

Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus • Choristers of Norwich Cathedral Choir
Matthew Andrews, Ashley Grote conductors

Born and raised on the
bonny banks of Loch
Lomond, LLeeee BBiisssseett
received her career
break as a member 
of English National
Opera’s Young Artist
programme. Since then
she has performed in
the world’s major opera
houses and concert
halls, gaining particular
acclaim for her
Wagnerian roles.

JJaammeess GGiillcchhrriisstt has built
a reputation for his
mastery of English
music. From early days
as a choral scholar at
King’s, Cambridge,
through stints with the

Sixteen and the Tallis
Scholars, he has become
one of the finest tenor
soloists of his generation,
in demand throughout
the world in repertoire
from Baroque to
contemporary.

Welsh baritone GGaarreetthh
BBrryynnmmoorr JJoohhnn has
performed at the major
European festivals and
concert halls. He has
appeared with the top
British orchestras, as
well as giving recitals
and broadcasts. His
international operatic
portfolio includes many
principal roles with
Welsh National Opera.

Saturday 7 November 2026 • 7.30pm • St Andrew’s Hall

Northern Lights
Grieg Piano Concerto

Sibelius Finlandia
Lars-Erik Larsson Symphony No. 3

Grieg Funeral March in Memory of Rikard Nordraak



The Phil’s

FAMILY 
CHRISTMAS

Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus 
Matthew Andrews, Ashley Grote conductors

plus special guests Sistema Norwich Children’s Choir

Fiesta!
Ravel Rhapsodie Espagnole
Marquez Fandango, Concerto for
violin and orchestra (UK premiere)

Chabrier España  
De Falla The Three-Cornered Hat
Suite No. 2 
Ravel Alborada del Gracioso
Moncayo Huapango

Hannah Perowne violin
Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra
Matthew Andrews conductor

Bringing warmth to the Norwich winter with a programme
of sun-drenched Latin music, we are thrilled to be giving
the UK premiere of Fandango, a wonderfully flamboyant
violin concerto by Mexican composer Arturo Marquez,
with Hannah Perowne as soloist. Completed in 2021,
Fandango has all the infectious rhythms and vitality of his
famous Danzon No. 2, which wowed the audience at our
2024/25 season finale. Also from Mexico comes the high-
spirited Huapango by José Moncayo, a well-known party
piece of Gustavo Dudamel’s Simon Bolivar Orchestra. 
The rest of programme is Old World Hispanic: from France,
Emmanuel Chabrier’s España and two works by Maurice
Ravel (who grew up just over the border from Spain) –
Alborada del Gracioso and Rhapsodie Espagnole. From
Spain itself comes the flamenco-inspired suite from 
The Three-Cornered Hat by Manuel de Falla. Whatever 
the weather outside, we guarantee you’ll be feeling the 
sun on your face and tapping your feet! 

Tuesday 22 December 2026 • 7.30pm • St Andrew’s Hall

TICKET PRICES
7 November/12 December/6 February/13 March/20 May
Stalls/West Gallery £26 
£25 (Friends/Benefactors/Members) • £13 (under 26/child)
North/South Aisles (unreserved) £15 
£14 (Friends/Benefactors/Members) • £8 (under 26/child)

22 December – Christmas Concert
Stalls/West Gallery £26 • £13 (under 26/child)
Side Aisles (unreserved) £15 • £8 (under 26/child)

20 March – Children’s Concert
All seats (unreserved) £15 • £5 (under 26/child)

SEASON PASS
Buy a Pass for 4 concerts (7 Nov/12 Dec/6 Feb/13 March)
and pay for 3. You can specify your preferred seats on Stalls
and West Gallery Passes. E-tickets (but not postal tickets)
will be issued for each concert covered by the Pass when
payment is received. Reserved seat numbers will be shown
where applicable.
Stalls/West Gallery £78 • £75 (Friends/Benefactors/Members)
North/South Aisles £45 • £42 (Friends/Benefactors/Members)

BOOKING
No booking fee
Online www.ticketsource.co.uk/norwichphil
Phone 0333 666 3366 (Mon–Sat 9am–5pm excl public hols)

Ticket posting charge £2.50 

Priority booking for Friends/Benefactors/Members:
opens Friday 4 September 2026
Public booking: opens Friday 18 September 2026

Join our email mailing list: if you would like to receive
regular email updates, please register your contact details
at www.norwichphil.org.uk/mailinglist

Become a Friend or Benefactor: benefits include
discounted ticket prices and free concert programmes on
specified concerts. Join online from our website
www.norwichphil.org.uk/support OR email
friendsec@norwichphil.org.uk

All details correct at time of going to press. The Society reserves the right
to change any programme and/or performer without notice. If a concert is
cancelled by the promoter, ticket holders will be refunded automatically.

Norwich-born HHaannnnaahh
PPeerroowwnnee performs
regularly with the UK’s
major orchestras. In
Europe she has led 
and co-led the Leipzig
Gewandhaus Orchestra,
Camerata Salzburg and

the Komische Oper, Berlin. As
a chamber musician she has
appeared worldwide as guest
artist with the internationally
acclaimed Henschel Quartet
and Mozart Piano Quartet,
alongside numerous concerto
performances and radio
broadcasts.
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BOOKING INFORMATION

For the first time in three years, we are looking forward to bringing back to St Andrew’s Hall 
all our traditional festive fun and seasonal favourites in our annual Christmas celebration

Saturday 6 February 2027 • 7.30pm • St Andrew’s Hall



Sophie Bevan soprano
Lawrence White baritone

Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus 
Matthew Andrews, Ashley Grote conductors

Our March concert features two magnificent works
for choir and orchestra: Fauré’s Requiem and
Poulenc’s Gloria. The sumptuous mellowness of
Gabriel Fauré’s romantic sound world of the late
1880s is contrasted with the vivid colours of Francis
Poulenc’s response to a commission from the
Koussevitsky Foundation in 1959. The programme is
completed by two short and rarely heard orchestral
works. Lili Boulanger’s uplifting D'un matin de
printemps (spring morning) was composed in 1918,
the final year of her short life, and has distinct
echoes of Debussy. Ernest Chausson’s tone poem
portrays a romantic tale from Arthurian legend, 
the fairy Viviane’s affair with Merlin the wizard. 

Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra
Matthew Andrews conductor
James Mayhew illustrator and presenter

Programme includes 

Prokofiev Peter and the Wolf

Two one-hour performances specially designed
for children aged 5–11, featuring short pieces
from the orchestral repertoire showing off the
different instruments. The music is brought to
life with illustrations projected on a giant screen
by popular children’s author James Mayhew, 
and there’s a chance for little ones to try out
some of the instruments during the interval.

Saturday 20 March 2027 • 1.30pm and 3.30pm • The King’s Centre

Saturday 13 March 2027 • 7.30pm • St Andrew’s Hall

French Connections
Fauré Requiem
Poulenc Gloria
Chausson Viviane
Lili Boulanger D’un matin de printemps

The Phil’s

CChhiillddrreenn’’ss CCoonncceerrttss
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SSoopphhiiee BBeevvaann is one of the
leading lyric sopranos of her
generation. She works regularly
with major orchestras and
conductors worldwide and is an
acclaimed recitalist. She is also a
frequent performer at prestigious
opera houses and festivals. Sophie was
awarded an MBE in the 2019 Queen’s
Birthday Honours for services to music. 

LLaawwrreennccee WWhhiittee’s versatility keeps him in
demand as both oratorio soloist and member
of vocal consorts, including Ex Cathedra, 
The Sixteen and Tenebrae. His
wide repertoire encompasses
rarely heard and contemporary
works, while his broadcasts and
recordings range from Gregorian
chant to Andalusian flamenco.



Saturday 8 May 2027 • 7.30pm • St Andrew’s Hall

Germanic Links
Mozart Coronation Mass in C

Schubert Symphony No. 8 ‘Unfinished’
Haydn Insanae et vanae curae

Schubert/Berio Rendering
Soloists tbc

Norwich Philharmonic Orchestra and Chorus • Choir of the Musik-Institut Koblenz
Ashley Grote, Matthew Andrews conductors

The Phil forces are joined once more by our long-term friends from Norwich’s twin city of Koblenz
for an evening of choral and orchestral masterpieces. Mozart’s Mass in C, which became the
favoured music for royal coronations at the Imperial court in Vienna, is full of fiery orchestral
fanfares, sparkling choruses and bravura solo writing. By contrast, the motet Insanae et vanae curae
by Mozart’s friend and mentor Haydn is dark and dramatic as it ponders the folly of striving for
worldly things while neglecting God. Schubert’s Eighth Symphony has posed a conundrum to
generations of music scholars for remaining unfinished, despite the composer living for six years
after completing the first two movements. As a pioneer of Romantic symphonic form, it ranks
alongside the greatest orchestral works of the early 19th century. Berio’s ‘rendering’ of the sketches
for Schubert’s uncompleted Tenth Symphony casts his genius in a striking new light.


